
How to write Objectives

1. Understand the Purpose:
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2. Use the SMART Criteria:
Objectives should be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound (SMART). This
ensures they are well-defined and feasible.

Before writing objectives, ensure you have a clear understanding of your project’s purpose and
research questions. What do you aim to achieve with your study?

3. Start with an Action Verb:
Begin each objective with an action verb that indicates what you intend to do. Common verbs
include “investigate,” “analyze,” “evaluate,” “examine,” “compare,” or “identify.”

5. Focus on One Idea:
Each objective should address a single aspect of your research. Avoid combining multiple goals
in one objective.

4. Be Clear and Concise:
Write objectives in a clear and concise manner. Avoid vague or ambiguous language. The reader
should have a clear idea of what you intend to accomplish.

6. Align with Research Questions:
Ensure that your objectives align with your research questions or hypotheses. Objectives are
essentially the steps you take to answer these questions.

7. Consider the Scope:
Keep the scope of your project in mind. Objectives should be realistic and achievable within the
available resources and time frame.

8. Prioritize Objectives:
If you have multiple objectives, consider prioritizing them. Identify which objectives are the most
critical to achieving the overall goal of your project.

9. Use Quantifiable Metrics:
Whenever possible, include quantifiable metrics to measure your progress and success. This
adds clarity and allows for objective assessment.

10. Review and Revise:
After drafting your objectives, review them carefully. Ask yourself if they are specific,
measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound. Revise as needed.

Sample Objective
To assess the effectiveness of a new teaching method in improving student performance in
mathematics by comparing the test scores of students exposed to the new method with those
following the traditional curriculum over a school year.
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